SizeWatch 1.50 - (C) 1998-2000 Allan Høiberg, Denmark.





Contents





Introduction


The files


Revision history


Using SizeWatch


SIZEWTCH.INI


Registering


Future plans








Introduction





Welcome to SizeWatch, a program designed to give you a regularly updated overview of the sizes of a number of directories.





SizeWatch requires Windows9x or NT 4.x to run.











DISCLAIMER: This program was written simply to fulfil my personal requirements to watch a number of user directories on a server to avoid having one user take all available space from the others. It ought not to be able to ruin hard-drives, businesses, relationships or food, so don't blame me if any of that stuff happens while using it!





NO warranties are given for the program’s usability for any specific task neither now nor in the future.








SizeWatch is provided “as is”. USING SizeWatch IS ENTIRELY AT YOUR OWN RISK!





Did I mention that feeding floppies with SizeWatch on them to pets and babies is probably both stupid and dangerous? ;-) 


Enough legal babble for now.





Anyway, the only thing SizeWatch tries to write to any disk is its INI file, so there should really be no cause for worry.














SizeWatch is not free! If you find the program useful and continue to use it after a reasonable testing period (45 days suggested) you must register it. Otherwise, you must stop using it and delete it from your hard disk.





I plan to continue adding features to the program. If you have suggestions for future versions, or bug reports, you are more than welcome to send me an e-mail.





If you decide not to keep SizeWatch after trying it because it doesn’t fulfil your needs, I am also interested in learning what you feel is missing.





Remember to check for new versions regularly on my homepage.


Email and homepage addresses can be found near the end of this document.











If you like SizeWatch, please register! The more people register, the more I am encouraged to add new features.


�



The files





SIZEWTCH.EXE	is the main program file that you run whenever you have the need. If you plan to watch shared directories on a server you would probably want to create a shortcut to the program in your StartUp group.


SIZEWTCH.INI	is the configuration file for the program. It is automatically created if it doesn't exist when the program starts, and stores information about the program set-up and which directories to watch.


SIZEWTCH.DOC	is this very file. No clue as to what it does, but do read it!


FILE_ID.DIZ and FILE_ID.DKZ are the short description of this program that is used by BBS systems for file lists etc. The .DKZ-file is in Danish and the .DIZ is in English.








Revision history








Version 1.50, released march 20th 2000:


Visual alarms added for emphasising a directory when its size changes, remains unchanged or gets above or below a certain value. I plan to expand the functionality of the alarms in later versions, expanding them with flashing icons, audible alarms and possibly other features too.


The Danish manual has mysteriously disappeared due to the fact that maintaining two versions takes a lot of time that can be better spent improving the program (if anyone disagrees and feels a need for the Danish manual, please let me know).


A few configuration options added to enable or disable confirmation prompts when you remove a watch or exit the program. 


An annoying error that caused the size of the first column to be reduced every time SizeWatch was started has been removed.


Several minor cosmetic changes were made in different places.


The format and name of the INI file has been changed (the name has been changed to what this document has always claimed that it was).








Version 1.00 was the first to be distributed publicly. Prior to this version I have used earlier versions myself for different tasks and as inspiration for the changes I have implemented and plan to implement later.








Installation





Copy the EXE-file of the program to a directory on your hard drive and create a shortcut to it on your desktop or in the start menu. 





A dedicated setup program will be made for a later version, but for now I haven’t got that one high up on the to-do list – and if you need the program chances are high that you know how to make a shortcut yourself in the meantime.


 


If you are upgrading from version 1.0, simply replace SIZEWTCH.EXE and rename the existing SIZEWATC.INI to SIZEWTCH.INI. The latter is done so that the program and INI file have the same name.





The format of the INI file has changed, but the existing file will be converted automatically the first time SizeWatch 1.5 is run, so don’t worry. ;-)
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Using SizeWatch








Double-click the icon: 


�
�EMBED Word.Picture.8����



and the main window of the program appears:�
�






�








If SizeWatch can’t find the file SIZEWTCH.INI upon starting, it will automatically initiate a watch on drive C: and start counting the size of everything on that drive.





Until a directory has been counted, three dashes are shown instead of its size. As it is being counted, the size until now is shown in parentheses while a little dash is rotating in the bottom of the screen to show that the program is busy counting.





To begin with we need to select a directory to watch. To do this, click the � button, and the directory selection window appears:





�EMBED Word.Picture.8���





Here you can select a number of directories before returning to the main window. The drive and directory lists work as usual for selecting a drive and a directory on the drive.


The Add button adds the currently opened directory to the list of new directories to watch to the right.


The Remove button removes the currently active directory from the list to the right.





When a directory is added to the list the default description will be “<Directory name> on Drive:”, and there will be no alarm set. By clicking a directory in the list on the right, it is possible to change the description and alarm settings in the area below the list: 





�





The description can be whatever you like. Currently, the alarms are just different visual indications of a directory that meets the condition you enter. In later versions these will be expanded with other possibilities than mere visual indication.





For now, possible alarm types are “red font”, “yellow background”, or both. These should be fairly self-explanatory.





The possible alarm conditions are:


Size is above a fixed number


Size is below a fixed number


Size has changed since last count


Size hasn’t changed since last count





The size can be entered as a number of bytes, optionally ending with a K or an M for kilobytes and megabytes respectively.





The Ok button returns to the main window and adds the selected directories, while the Cancel-button returns without adding anything.








Why use alarms?


Directories above 600M could be ready for archiving on a CD.


Directories below the size you selected… A user is finally cleaning up his home directory and should be awarded!


If the size has changed, something has happened. A user is working or someone is tampering with something.


If the size hasn’t changed your download is either complete or has been interrupted.





The sizes of the directories are counted with a user-defined interval, and after counting, the alarm condition is checked. Alarms that are triggered by the size not having changed, or being above or below a certain size, will be activated or reset automatically at the end of the count. The alarm triggered by a change in the size, however, will stay on until you reset it manually (or exit the program).











Back in the main window, the sizes of the selected directories will be counted once every minute (the interval can be adjusted in Edit->Preferences). Counting is also initiated after adding a directory, or when the “Count now” button is pressed.








�





It is possible to remove a directory from the list by clicking on it, then clicking Remove.





It is possible to add a directory both by using the Add button and by dragging it into the SizeWatch list from Windows Explorer.





Right-clicking a directory on the list brings up a menu that lets you remove or edit the directory, open it in Explorer, or resetting an alarm.





Pressing Edit (or selecting the Edit menu, then Watch) lets you change the directory, description or alarm condition of the currently selected watch.





Clicking the Close button exits the program. The list of directories and alarm conditions is stored automatically.





Selecting the Edit menu, then Preferences, lets you alter the interval between counts as well as specify whether you want to confirm before a watch is deleted or before you exit the program.








When an alarm is activated, you can see why by holding your mouse cursor over it for a few seconds. An example:





�








You can choose to “silence” it by right-clicking it and selecting “Silence alarm”. The alarm is now disabled until you turn off the silencing (by doing the very same thing again).





If you right-click it and select “Reset alarm” instead, the alarm is simply disabled until it goes off again (typically at the next count, if the condition is still met). Resetting makes the most sense when the alarm is triggered by any change in the size of the directory.





In the Alarm menu you can silence all alarms simultaneously if you do not want to be disturbed for a while. Note that if an alarm is silenced individually (with the right-click menu), it will still be so after you disable the silencing from the Alarms menu again.


�



SIZEWTCH.INI





SIZEWTC.INI is the file that stores the list of directories watched by SizeWatch as well as their descriptions and alarm conditions and some information about the program itself (window position etc.). This file is placed in the program directory, and it is the only file SizeWatch will attempt to write to.





This information could have been placed in the registry, of course, but having it in a file gives you more control and the possibility to have different sets of watches by having different copies of the program together with their INI files in different places and start the one you want. I might add a command-line option to choose from several INI files in a later version.





Currently very little error checking is done when the information in SIZETCH.INI is loaded, so you should know what you are doing if you decide to edit it. Anyway, if all seems to have gone haywire, you can simply delete the file and a new one is generated automatically the next time SizeWatch starts.





If SIZEWTCH.INI isn’t in the format it is supposed to be, it will be considered to be from SizeWatch version 1.0 and SizeWatch tries to convert it to its current form. If, for some reason, it doesn’t seem to be in SizeWatch 1.0-format either, it will be assumed to contain a list of directories to watch.





If you want to watch a list of directories without having to select each one individually, you can generate an INI file containing the names of the directories, one on each line:





C:\program files


C:\windows\temp





The description of the directories will be the same as their names, but you can also write a description for each directory. If you do so, you must enclose both the directory and the description in quotation marks and separate them by a comma:





”C:\program files”,”All program files on drive C”


”C:\windows\temp”,”Temporary files”





When SizeWatch reads the INI file, it is converted to standard format. If you should decide to add to an existing INI file, add the lines at the end, and prefix each line with a unique name and an equals sign:








Dir1=”c:\program files”,”All program files on drive C”


Dir2=”c:\windows\temp”,”Temporary files”


Dir3=e:\undescribed





The unique name is required by the format of the INI file, but is not used for anything besides distinguishing the lines from each other. If you should use the same name twice, one of the lines will magically be ignored. :-)





The alarm settings of a watch are in the third field possible, again enclosed in quotation marks and separated from the description by a comma. The format was not designed for readability, but it isn’t that unreadable either:


The first character is a less than-sign (alarm if size is below), a greater than-sign (if size is above), an equals sign (if size hasn’t changed) or a tilde (size has changed).


After the greater than or less than characters comes the size in bytes. This may end with K or M if you want.


Next is a colon


Finally, an R for “Red font” or a B for “yellow Background” – or both. Some examples:





Watch1=”c:\swtest”,”Alarm test, above 1 Megabytes”,”>1M:R”


Watch2=”c:\swtest”,”Alarm test, less than 0,8 megs”,”<800k:R”


Watch3=”c:\swtest”,”Alarm test, changed”,”~:R”


Watch4=”c:\swtest”,”Alarm test, unchanged red”,”=:R”


Watch5=”c:\swtest”,”Alarm test, unchanged red and yellow”,”=:RB”
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Registering





Before registering, please go to http://www.ahc.dk and download the newest version of SizeWatch to check the current guidelines for registering. Whenever a new version of SizeWatch is released, the guidelines for registering enclosed with the previous version are considered outdated after a period of four months.





The details of registering SizeWatch can be found in the file REGISTER.TXT which is included in the distribution archive.








Future plans





- Improved handling of runtime-errors, especially concerning the INI-file





- A more intuitive way to select directories to add





- Support for watching single files





- Support for watching free space on a drive





- And much more








I would also welcome your ideas by e-mail: ahc@ahc.dk





Remember: It's not sure that I come across every bug in the program myself, so if you don't tell me about it, I can't correct it!





If you like SizeWatch, please register! The more people register, the more I am encouraged to add new features.








Things always at the end of manuals





Windows is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation.


All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.


SizeWatch is developed using Borland Delphi.





The newest version of SizeWatch will be available on the Internet at http://www.ahc.dk





A.H. Computing can be reached by e-mail at ahc@ahc.dk








Things never at the end of manuals





“I'm sorry Dave, I can't do that. A)bort, R)etry, I)gnore?”


 - HAL v1.02





Linux rulez!
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